










THE ODD FISH STORY is a piece I wrote on the impact of visual tools in writing workshop published May 05 
in "Voices from the Middle" (journal of the National Council of Teachers of English -NCTE). They had put out 
a call for articles on inclusive practice that supports “Different Learners.”  

Shortly after this piece was accepted for publication I got a call from a Voices’ editor who said they’d 
discovered a strange “coincidence.” Also accepted was an article on visual tools supporting reading 
comprehension that showed a picture of me presenting storyboards to students. It turns out a 7th grade team, a 
regular ed LA teacher and a Special educator, I was collaborating with 
developing visual tools for reading had decided to submit a piece as 
well. It seemed a significant “coincidence” that a national call for tools 
that support struggling learners highlighted students success with 
visuals for both writing and for reading.

(Doherty, J., & Coggeshall, K. (2005). Reader’s theater and 
storyboarding: Strategies that include and improve. Voices From the 
Middle, 12(4), 37-43)

Doherty’s and Coggeshalls’ groundbreaking work with storyboards as a reading tool are highlighted in the first 
Scholastic Visual Tools for Differentiaing instruction in Reading and Writing
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